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8o much has been written about Japan and
China within the jast twenty years that a part
of Mr, Curzon’s Durrative geetns lese useful than
it might be under other conditions; bt when he
comes to Corea he breaks new ground. The in-
terest In the war heiween Japan and China now
In progress In the Corean peninsula is pra tically
universal. It is felt to be a et pae hetween
the unyielding conservatism of China and the
Furopean civilization adopted by The
very firsl question asked by one famiilar with the
mavement of troops m b as to the nature of
the country through whi +h the Japaness troopd
have had to travel In arder 1o win thelr victories,
Mr. Curzon fonund that toers were no male roads
fn the country, and that the paths by which
people travelled were wide or narrow wiling
to the extent with which they were tradden
Corea I8 & Mounianonus country, nnid these foot-
paths are frequently steep and stony in
treme, and in remote reglons the traveller found
that he had to make his way along the precipl-
tons  and bawlder-strewn bed of & mountaln  tor-
rent, over jagged rocks where only a Corean

pany eould pick its way. e points to this ab-
genoe of roads as one af the most troublesome
Corea and the full

obatacles that stand hetween
enjoyment of her advaniages, Thie almost un-
known country has an excellent elimate, a sull of
more than ordinary fertity, vast tracts of still
virgin land and a robust rural population, Al-
ready she is rising Inio jmportance as an ex-
porter of rice and beang but her trade is hame-
pered by the lack of eommunication between the
producing and the consuming areas and hetween
the intericr and the coast, “There are no roads
in the eauntry.,” he adds, “in any sense In which
the word would be understond in Europe. The
pack-roads are mere bridle-tracks which fre-
quently degenerate into rocky torrent-beds  or
precarious footpaths across jnundated sWampe.
No one looks after them; they are never repaired.
Transport upon them is vers pastly and on some
occaslons absolutely prohibit Nt means for
conveving the surplus produce of any ares to an
available market in tim» of dearth are forthe
coming; and one district may be smitten with

sore famine, while 1ts nelghbor, 4t no great L
tance, cannot get rid of its superfluous grain'

He s equally emphalic as to the defects of
river and coast communication. There are five
navigable rivers in Corea, but only on two of these
do steamboats attempt to ply. This & partly due
to the shifting of river channels, but the maln
reason I8 the indolence of the population. Coset-
wise trade might easily te made profitable, but
the Corean junk is one of the Jeast seaworthy of
crafts, and even with better shipping he doubts
whether elther monopolies of bountles would
ever galvanize into activity an undertaking
owned and worked by such people ag the Co-
reans. The climate of Corea {s such as to promise
the inhabltants long life anc strength, but their

habits of lite and their morality have rendered
them subje*t to many forms of atlment and
disease. While most Corean men have only one
wife, they keep as many concubines as thelr cir-
cumstances permit, and the lower orders have all
the viee that accompany the utter lack of clean-
liness and decency. The suhjection of the peopie
to a government which aas never tolerated In-
dividual enterprige and has reduced all except
the privileged classes to a dead level of uneom-
plaining poverty has left the nation inert, st

less and apathetl »As  individuals they
pos3ess many attractive characteristics, the
upper classes being  polite, cultlvated, friend-
ly. to forelgners and priding themselves on
correct deportment; while the lower orders
are good tempered, though very excltable,
cheerful and talkative. Beyond a certaln
point, however, both classes relapse Into &
similar indifference which takes the form of an
) indolent protest against action of any kind. The
politician in Seoul remains eivil, but 8 whally
deaf to persuasion. The cooley works one day
and dawdles away his wages upon the two next,
ThE mapu, or ostler, takes his own time about
his own and hls pack-pony’s meals, and no rea-
soning or compulsion in the world would disturb
h®m from his complacent languor, These jdio-
synerasies may only be interesting to the unuvon-
cerned student of national character, but they
are of capital importance in thelr bearing on
national life, when, further. they are ervetallized
fnto hardness and are Inflamed by the habits of
an upper and official class—which subsists by
extortion and prohibits, outslde it® own limits,
either the exerciee of surplus activity or the ae-
cumulation of wealth—they explain how it s
that the Carean people remaln poor amid stores
of unprobed wealith, lethargic whers there should
otherwise be a hundred incentives to diligence,
pervous in the face either of competition or of
peril. 1 have scen a Corean enoley carrving a
welight that would make the gtout st ox BLAEEFT,
and yet 1 have seen three Coreans lazily em-
ployed in turping up the soil with a single
shovel, by an arrangement of ropes that wasted
the labor of three men without augmenting the
strength of one”

The population of Corea according to the
author's observations may be divided into two
classes, the yangbun, composed of officlals who
cannot work without losing caste, and the
masses who have to furnieh the means for the
tdlers to live upon and who are practically forced
to steal from their own earnings enough to keep
body and soul together. “Poverty in the =ense
of destitution there iz not, but paverty in the
senge of having no surplis beyond the bare
means of livelthood and of the paralysis of all
enfgrpriee (s almost universal, Any less indo-
leny people might be expected to rebel; and oc-
caslonal magisterial encroachments bevond the
limits of practice or endurance resuit in short-
lived spasms of mutiny, in the course of which an
offending official is selzel and perhaps, as hap-
pened once in 1881, Is buraed al.ve; but ordimarily
this implies too great an exertion; the people are
unarmed and very belpless and the system Is
mutely acquiesced in, unless pushed to Intoler-
able extremes.” Of course Mr. Curzon found
that this shiftlessness of the people was reflected
in the characier of th: armi. Though a good
deal of effort has been cxpended to raise the
Corean soldiery above tue ordinary Orjental
standard by means of drill in Western tactics,
the result has apparently not been encouUTAgIng.
On one occasion the author got a view of the
militia called out to guard the King on a galn
day. At an early hour in the morning he tound
the Infantry lining the roadway, but still asleep
on the ground. There were almosy as many flags
as there were men. Mr. Curzon had the curios-
ity to examine the muskets that were plled to-
gether and found that nearly all of them were
destitute of either hammer, trigger or plate, and
that some of the weapons lacked all three and
were frequently held together by a string, while
the bayonels were bent and rusty, He found
the appearance of the cAVAITY even more sur-
prising than that of the footsoldiers. The
mounted men had on uniforms which looked to
be three hundred years ol at least. Thelr heads
were covered with battered helmets, their hodies
were protected with cuirasses of black leather
studded with brass bosses worn over a Reavy
jerkin of moth-eaten broeade. Enormons jack-
hootg made it almost imposgible for them to get
on. horseback In splie of the fact that thelr
horses were only about eleven hands high. The
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. guthor was told that the infantry regiments,

‘abowt 4,600 strong, which censtitute the garri-
son of the capital, had shown some capacity for
drill and discipline, Before 188 the officers of
~ these regiments were Japanese; but since that
‘time they bave been under the instruction of
' drill masters, who were forbidden,
m’..h exercise any commapd or even to ac-

.

_ﬂﬂd with ‘the

eampany their men in the field. When Mr. Cur-
zon Investigated the matter the Beoul garrison
was divided into three battalions and was armed
with rifles of & great variety of pattern. Doubt-

jess the numbers of the Corean tronps A&F¢
largely increased now that a war haa taken
place, but it = doubtfil If there has heéen much

improvement In thelr sfllciency. Mr, Curzom de-
goribes the mative officers as heneath contempt,
and adds: “As for the purely natlve rogimenis
they are not a standing army, but a standing
foke; while in Europe the cavalry would with
dHMenlty secure an engagement! ns supera in the
of a sseond-rate provinelal stage.
twenty or thirty yeara a roview of
rade

pantomime
(nes evVery
the entire force of the nation !s held on a pa
1 outside the clty, the experiment being s
“anmot be more frequently  repeated,
As a spectacle {t is more unlque even than
the royal procession. One wiich review was held
Auring the past summer. It yas announced to
hegin at 9 a. m, but from that hour till & p.. m
were the 20,000 spectators on the ground eom-
palled to walt before the vanguard of the royval
cortége appenred,  This eonetated of Do fewer
than 10000 persons, in the midst of whom the
King and Crown Prinee rods on horsehack, The
2000 to 8,000 in number, then marched
past the saluting paint, galuting by bowing thelr
podies to the ground. 8o nunsatisfactory, how-
pver, was the display held to have heen that
there was great fluttering In the miittary dove-
gote, and the commander-in-chief was forthwith
degraded from his port.  Physieally, however,
{he Coreans ought to furnish gond raw material
for soldiers. The men are statwart, well-bullt,
and hear themeelves with a manly alr, though,
as Mr. Curzon remarks, of docle and timid ex-
presslon.  He found them uniformly tall, robust
and gool-looking eompared with thoge whom he
calle “the diminutive, ugly, nimble, Indomitable
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The women of the upper classes are rarely visi-
hle to foreign eyes, but those of humbier station
may be aeen by hundreds engaged in manual
fabor in the houses, streets and fields, and the
author thought them hard-visaged. strong-limbed
and masterful. What attracts attention at once
is the pecullar arrangement nf their dress, hy
which a short white bodiea that eavers the shoul-
dera leaves the breasts entirely exposed, “while
voluminous patticoats very full at the hips depend
from a waist just below the armpits and all bt
concenl the ecoarse white or brown pantaloons
below.' Whethsr singly or in groups, standing
still or moving abont, Coreans, both men anid
women, are a pleturesque sight, The first :l_lmpse
of those white-robed prople, “whose flgures |f sia-
tionary might be mistaken at a distanca for
white mileposta or tombstones, If moving, for a
eolony of swans, acquaints the traveller with a
national type and dress that are unique. A dirty
people who Inslst upon Aressing In white = a first
peculiarity; a people who, inhabiting a northern
and In winter a very rigorous latitude, will yet in-
sist wpon wearlng cotton all the year round is
a second. A people who always wear hats, and
have a headplece aceommodated to every altua-
tlon and almost every Incident in life, s a thir
Mr. Curzon confesses his fnability to account for
the universal use of white cotton for the gar-
ments of Corean men, but he shrewdly suspects
that the fashion is due to a deaire to keep the
women bugy. Wherever he went about the
streets of Seaul his ears were greeted with a
mystericus tapping sound from within the closed
shutters of the houses. “This {s the honsewife
who Is at work indoors with a wooden cylinder
with which she beats, beate, beats her husband's
white cotton clothes in order to give them the
peenliar gloss which maseuline farhlon affects
{n Corea. Over thelr white eotton drawers, which
terminate in a kind of padded stocking, the men
af the middle classes wear an outer tunic or
skirt of similar material, which is eplit up at the
sides and looks very much llke a nightshirt
Secretaries and persans In civil employ wear
aver this a similar semi-transparent garment In
black. The women of the lower orders are alsn
as entirely clad in white as a class of English
girle going to a confirmation gervice; but In the
upper clagses a gown of green or erlmson or pur-
ple, Instead of hanging from the shoulders s
drawn up over the head, with the sleeves hang-
ing down in two long lappets behind, and s
held closely together in front, admitting only a
fugitive gllmpse of black eves behind."

While the people show little trace of what may
be called rellgious feeling, they are careful to
propitiate evil splrits, resort frequently to female
sorceresses and soothsayvers, and carefully ob-
serve the precautinns of a minute demonology.
Confuclanism and a Buddhism aimilar to that
of China prevall among the upper cinsses, The
reverence of the people |8 reserved for the King,
wio in theory is absolute, hereditary snd divine.
In fact, however, the hedge of royal dignity has
heen so Broken dewn of late years that the King
|8 now seen, by fareigners at least, almost in the
same llght as his subjects. Mr. Curzon touril
L! Iisl. the reigning king, a man of small stat-
ure and sallow complexion, with halr drawn
tightly up from the forehead beneath the Corean
skull cap, very slight evebrows, small, vivaclons
black eyes, teeth discolored from chewing the
betel, and a seanty black mustacie and tuft be-
law the chin. “U'pan the royal brow was A
double-tierced violet headpiece. His rihe was of
srarlet figurad sllk—the royal color—with panels
of gold embrofdery upon the shoulders and breast
anil a gold-studded projecting belt.”” As the King
& in theary divine, hiz persan s saered and in-
violate, The usunl method of reforming the Gov-
ernment in the past has been for the new party
to assassinate the old ministry and then force the
monarch to approve the act. In every rase the
firat ohiect of a eonsplracy 18 to gecure the per-
soti of the King. It Is not his iife, but his geal
and slgnature which are sought. The present
ruler, like his subjects, la amiable rather than
bold or determined. To his lack of determinatinn
{g due perhaps not only the growth of foreign in-
fluence, but the eonfilet of which Corea (s now the
scens, for to his weakness and indecision as well
as to that of China may be attributed the ex-
traordinary diplomatic victories of Japan which
made the present war a possibility. For three
hundred vears, that is, sver since the Invaslon
of Corea by the Japanese conqueror, Hideyoshi,
the feeling agalnst the Japanese has been ex-
ceedingly bitter. On every occaslon of popolar
tumult Japanese residents were the first to auf-
fer. The submission to China was due as much
perhaps to hatred of Japan as to fear of the
Middle Kingdom. In accordance with the ideas
of Orfental diplomacy, It was eseential that no
doubt should ever be cast on the suzerainty of
China over the peninsila; and yet In the treaty
of commerce concluded in 1878 between Japan
and Corea the very first wonds of the first arti.
cle were an aseertion of Curean Independence,
an assertion which "was foolishly winked at hy
China from the mistaken notion that by dis-
avowing her connection with Corea she could
escape the unpleasantness of being called to ac-
ecount for the delinquenclea of her vassal’” This
advantage ohtalned by Japan led the way to a
still more important bit of strategy in 1584, The
Japaness representative had been forced by a
popular tumult to flee from Seoul. Japan, under
the plea of providing against such incldents In
future, sent a body ¢* troops to the Corean capi-
tal. The complaints of China were metL by the
Mikado's Government with an offer to withdraw
these troops | China Aid the same with her
military force, “By the conventlon of Tien-Tain,
whicrh was negotlated In 1835 by Count Ito with
the Vicerny Li Hung Chang, both parties agreed
to withdraw their troops and not to send an
armaed force to Corea at any future date to sup-
press rebellion or disturbance without giving
previous intimation to the other.” Thus China
conceded to Japan the possession of the same
righta in Corea which she herself claimed. But
these diplomatic victories were an almost neces-
sary outcome of the commercial and fiscal ag-
eendancy which Japanese business men had ac-
quired in Corea. Active and rious as com-
indolent Coreans, with ample re-
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colonirts and merchants grad-

sources, Japanese
the weaker country

ually fastencd a grip on
which, in the opinion of Mr. Curzonm, it will be
exceedingly difficult to shake off. He adds: “The
Japaness have got the mint and banks already.
The Governmen! 18 largely in thelr deht. They
are daily praying for ¢ neesslops of every ile-
geription.  Thelr eyve has long been fixed nupon the
rustoms, at present in the hands of their rivals
the Chinese, and In a few yenrs' time they hope

t have obtained g0 commanding a hold upan the |
render her |

nationnl resmurces of Corea as to

politieal dependance upon China a eonstitutional

fiction which the wisdom born of ase -mpllahad:

facts may ultimately allow to sxpire” Though
Mr. Curzon is far from friendly to Japan, hie
natrative indicates that the diplamacy of that
country with reapect to Corea wWas a fit presage
of her recent successes In war. His account of
Japan and China ls fully as Intereating, though
perhaps not sa novel, a8 the chapters on Corea,
The whale volume constitutes, when taken to-
gether, an argument for British supromacy In
the East, and involves something very like n pre-
dtetton of the suhjection of the Chiness Emplre.
Numerous pletures ilinstrate the yvarious phases
af Hfe In the countries which the author
geribes,  Mr. Curzon has some peculiarities af his
own In the matter of orthography. The most
noteworthy of these is his treatment of the name
of the eapital of Corea, which he glves In this
form—Siul. This spelling will not suggest to his
readers the true pronunclation of the ward, which
he gays, “i= hest conveved by saying that the
way in which an Irlshman pronotiness the im-
mortal part of him fairly represents the sound.”
— e ————

STUDIES IN WICKEDNESS.

SPECIMENS FROM CRIMINAL HISTORY.

LIVER OF TWELVE BAD MEN. Original 8tud-
iee of Eminent Scoundrels by Various Hands
Editedl by Thomas Seccombe. Fp, xx, 373
P. Putnam's 8ons.

The first question lkely to oceur to readers of
this book Is why the number of peoundrels 1=
limited to twelve. No excess of confidence In hu-
man nature would lsad any one to supposs that
the lat of eminently bad men was o short, On
the contrary, it is piain that only an accldent
gave such creatures as Colonel Charterls, the
gambler and libertine, and James Maclaine, the
highwayman, their distinetion. Swift, a Kkesn
observer, remarked that four-fifths of the “oll
villaine and monsters” of Dublin were worse than
Charteris, Maclalne appears to have been un-
usually timid even for a thief.
hardly figure as sole epecimens of their kind
The Earl of Bothwell, Instead of belng a model
of wickedness, I8 reckoned almost a saint by
General J. Watts d¢ Peyster; and old Lard Lovat,
revengeful and treacheronus as he was, was hard-
Iy w than his cantemporaries, The
erime with him was that he outlnsted the age
to which he belongel,
a man destined to dle a violent death to put off
the ceremony until he has reached the age ot
fourseors vears. All the men who shared his
youthful tratning or who could have Interpretad
his motives as he understood them had returned
to the dust half a generatlon before this aged
chief of the Frasora was brought to the Mook
As for Judke Jeftrevs, {t Ix concedad In this vol-
ume that he was not phenomenally worse than
his nelghbors, Of Edward Kelly, the Australian
bushranger, It can be aid that his explolts were
gimilar to those of the American bank robber
whore methods used to be familiar in all frontler
towns. But the other miscreants mentioned in
this book are types of narrower classes.  There
have been few such men 2 Eiward Kelley, the
althemist, mnecromancer  and  erystal  skreyer,
Hardly more than two or three can he reckoned
with Matthew Hopkins, the witch-finder. Jona-
than Wild carinot be deprived of his pre-eminence
as the eommander of an army of thieves, Titus
Cates stands alone, with a caresr as unique as
his face, and one has to look about very care-
fully to And a parallel for either Fighting Fitz-
gerald or Walnewrlght, painter, poet and pol-
soner.

But all these blographles exemplify one fact
The worst erime o man can be gullty of is to be
born into one age with aptitudes for another. Mr,
Soccombe apologlzes for amitting characters like
Lord YVerulam and Eugene Aram, but these were
hardly more eomplex in themselves than the per-
sonality of Bothwell Bacon struck the very
heart of the problem of moral Judgment when he
sald that he had been the Justest judge In Eng-
land Jdown to his thine, and yet that the verdict
against him was the Justest which had ever heen
passed upon any man. Pacon could never have
pald that If he had not been one who thought
with both the men of the past gnd the men of
the future. In one breath he compared himsell
with his contemporaries at thelr own estimate,
and then added the opinion that posterily was
bound te hold, He pilloried himself for the Lrihe-
takers of preceding ages, and these Included
every King as well as every Judme in FEngland
from the time of the Norman Conquest and pos-
sibly from a far earller date. Tle must have an.
ticipated that the world would forget the come
munity of crime in which It had hitherto lived
without anxiety, and would Infilet all (ts new-
found scruples upon him. It did just this. Ba-
con stands and must gtand for the offences of an
age from which he did more than almost any
other man to extricate humanity. When the puh-
He consslence e quickened, the victim of s
etings gets an everlasting notorlety. This hap-
pened 1o Jeffreys, Even If one knew nothing
about the detalls of Engllsh history, cone eould
not belleve that this man was the first super-
warviceable minlon of royalty on the Bench, or
the firat to turn the Inw to murderous uses. On
the contrary, It was his misfortune to he the last
of a long line of men In Julicial positlons who
had done what he 13 or worse, and had even
supposed that they were serving God by having
go-called traitors buatehered according to methods
preseribed by law. Many of them, If they could
have revisited earth when Jeffreys was carrying
on his vengeful asslze In the western éounties
after Monmouth's rebelllon, would hoave criticized
the shortnees of his list of condemned pereons
and would have exclaimed, “Te {1 thus vou gerve
your King, since we have passed away?™  But
the revolt of the public against such things was
gtrong enough in his time to overthrow him and
his king, teo, and #o he has 1o stand as the
symbol of eruelly and Injustice. It l= eurlous to
note the contrast betwesn his evil reputation and
the singular beauty of his face In youth as shown
in a portrait by Keeller, copied In Mr. Seccombe's
work. In later years hir excessive potations amid
his all-night sittings w.th the rough humorisis
who formed his company must have changed his
appearance. Moreover, Kneller doulitiess flat-
terad him. But the face would not in any case
be taken for that of a eruel man, nor even for
that of & man with an Intense will. It s the
tare of a self-indulgent man who will get on In
the world and who has abliity. A wit who was
never sober, he could nat help being a buffonn.
From a good many polnts of view much could be
gald for Jeffreys. IHe was a typical Engllshman
of the cock-fighting, bear-balting class, who had
pushed his way Into high place, 80 Leslle Bre-
phen is justified in maying that wherever the
name of Jeffreys appears “we may be certain
of good sport.” While he could, he balted t(he
mib; and when the mob got It turn, he was
balted; and as he was already Incurably nffiletesd
it took only a few months of popular annu_\'anc;
to put* an end to him.

If Jeffreys had been a judge balf & century or a
century befors his actual time, he would never
have been famous, no matter how cruel he had
been, If Bothwell had lived In the times of Fulk
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Fite Warine, or Eustace the Monk, or Hereward
the Baxon, his act In blowing up the obnoxlous
husband of Mary Queen of Beots would have
been deemed pralseworthy. But he lived In an
age which had just arrived at the conclusion that

dae |
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guch conduct was reprepensible, If not positively
wrong, even in a nohbleman who aspired to the
hand af a Queen. The fashion in the matter of
} murder was about to change. For a ghort time
| the proper way to have an enemy done to death
was to accuse him of heresy of witeheraft; then
came day. when the palitieal spy and Informer
were busy Ihit assassinntion weat on
at about the same rate whaiever the partienlar
svstem that might be for the moment In vogue.
Pesslmigts say that the world iz still as Lad as it
evir was, SNevertheless, a border ruffian of high
| blood ke Bothwell would be hard to find in
Wostern Rurope. Tt might he easler to hit on
the ecounterpart of the alchamist, Sir FEdward
Kelley. There appear to be those who still be-
liove in the reality of the philos jpher's stone, In
tha possibliiity af transmuting base substancoes
into gold, In the vislons of eyes etrained over the
polisheid gurface of a crystal ball, and these were
the things on which Kelley depended for his
living In an age when the chances of sawindling
by falss pretences were samewhat more lHberally
provided than they are now, at least among
| apowned heads. Keltey could hardly take In an
| Erperar of Austrin at the present day, but he
uld find o satisfactary number of vietims some-
| what lower in the soclal aonle, Besides, there is
no telling when the fashlon may come aronnd
agaln of belleving in alchemy and sortilege and
neeyla and all the impuritles of the age nf witch-
| eraft. Until the fashlon doea change In this way,
| 1t 18 vain to hope for the recurrence af another
Aatthew Hopkins. e had exemplars in me-
dlaeval worthies ke Sprenger, bul he has had no
sucenssor, His case i= alsa that of a man horn
In an age unpropitious to his genlus, A few en-
turiea sarller he might have slain thausands and
have heen reckoned a defender of the faith and
arder of Christendom, whereas he only pursued
t4 thelr death a few score and then died in such
| abssustty that the manner of his raking off is the
theme of untrustworthy legend. T O Jones, the
author of Hopking's biography In this volume,
Alspraves the stary that the witchfinder was
himaalf punished s a wizard, Hopkins probahly
Med safely In his bed without recovering from the
hollusination that the murders he committed
were for the gond of soclety,
For anothsr charactar itke Thus Oates, whose
entira mental organization was econcentratal in
the mift of Iving, the world will have to walt for
a time of universal religlons térror and hatre 1,
When a few dozen Jesult fathers could put the
whole realm of Geeat Britain In a panle, sucha
creature as Oates was esuld obtaln eredit and
influence.  13al these intervals of national Insani-
are rare, In like manner only the unlimited
aze for duclling oan hring out a person e
George obert Fltzgerald, that demonlae mixt-
ure of courags and eowardios, of rollleking hu-
mor and blosdy malice, of dandylsm and rufilan-

[ersnne,
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1. Yot It must be remembered that It Fltz-
gerald had Mved in the twelfth century he might
have hesn n reapectable knight-errant. He was

born when the times wers out of joint for him
and so he had to neespt the fate, grotesgue for
ane of his breed, of belng done to death by the
common hangman him well me
athers In this list of had it is
possibile ta allege madness or at least the pre-
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prreclous men

dominance of a fixed dea, In the case of

lterary polsoner Wainewright, this view of the
| criminal’s career 1= unavoldable. If this 18 not
shown by the murders for which he escaned

due punishment by transportation on the chargs
uf forgery, it 1= cortainly revenled by his conduct
In Tasmania, Fle became a slave to oplium and
twice attempted to murnder persens who gat to

him for their portralts. A frightful story, the
gubstance of which, however, has been told of
ather men, I8 that he onee whispersd In the ear

of a dying felliw-canviet, “You are a dend man.
in four-and-twenty hours your soil will be in hell
and T shall he Put

wonld ke revierss the query
Rarry Cornwall, “Wha would hav» supposed that
from a man who was ahsalutely a fop, finlk'n in
Areas, with mincing steps and tremulous wonds,
with ks hair eurled and full of unguents, and his
f a friv

dlasccting your hody one

ty compietely af

checks palnted lke those fous demirep,

would flame out ultimataly the depravity of a
| pedsoner and A murderer?™ On the cantrary,
thess early peculinrities geem 1o ix the chnracter

of a man whom aecessity might drive to the most
fanclful excesses [t crime

| The YWographies in this volume have svidently
been preparsd with unusual ears. They are ac-
eampanied tn an appendlx by notes glving an ae-

count of all the hooks, pamphlets and manu-
pepipte from which Information was ahtatinsd,
The Jdlustratlons are from contemporary prints

and portralts which form a valuable additlon to
the narratives, Hut one must stick at the nom-
her twelve, Why was not the thirteenth scoun-
drel written up “Just for luck?

NAPOLEON'S LEITERS.

WHAT THEY SHOW OF MI8 CHARACTER AND
MOODA-HONTENEE TO  THE  PRIMNER
AT S8ST. HELEXA.

The Hternry and artstle revival of Napojeonism
glves & more than purely historieal (nterest 1o the
anle at the Hue lirouot auction rooms, Parle. The
otiferte hrought to the hammer are a collection of
antographs of Napolean, hls relatives chief Min-
isters and Marshals, with a few others of persons
who went with him to Elba and 8t Helena, The
paveholsgist and the callgraphist would find moeh
that 's suggesied in the Aierent slgnatures of Na-
poleon, To begin with, the early ones show him to
have hesn tormented with self-consclousness, the
rout of malefiecent ambition.  The earliest {8 a Jet-
ter written from the military school of Brienne,
which he slgns “Huonaparte (Il cadet,
haomme " This might be transinted "Buonaparte
nunlor — vounger brother,  esquire’”  He s next
“Hunonaparte, Heutenant  of  artllery, Eentie.
man."” The Revolution takes a Jacobin char-
acter,  He "bheeomes  Buonaparts, citizen of the
French Republle, Dentenant of artillery.” He ean-
not do without o handle of som# sort to his nama
When he is attacking the English at Toulon he
Frenchifies his name, becoming “Honaparte” but
enntinues to write hia military rank. In Italy he I=
“Cienernl Bonaparts,” or "General of Division Bona-
parte® In Egypt he |8 "(eneral Bonaparte, Mem-
ber of the Institute” o learned selentifie hody that
had then heen recently foundsd. When Emperor he
Is «imply “Napoleon,” to resemble the other sov-
ervlgns who In signing only used thelr Christian
names.  The signature from the date of 1806 |y
searcely Jegible Bevond the Initinl letter, Ax his
Emplre grows older it grows wider and 1t all pivots
on him.  His will is supreme and Is, Indesd, the
sole will. The bloodshed of the politieal guillotine
has unstrong the nervous system of France and
eionred off all the heads which could have with-
stand that of the domineering and semi-barbarous
Torsl Thers I8 abuolutely no French check on
his power. A counterpolse is only to be found in
Englarl, for the Continental blood lettings accom-
panied by his armies leaves the natlons the rithe-
stuod Rim as Aabby as the ane which h-vI:.:: :1'.:-?0
the basis of his operations. He tires out a dogen
secretaries a day to whom he dictates, and having
nao tu!lk'!r time to slgn hie names In full, merey
scrawls an N, This [ettor wppenrs at the bottom of
most of the deerees. He falls and poes 0 Flba
There he had to try to make work for himeaif, anid
dld not alymys sieceed.  The slgnature in aeain
"ﬁ.'“lmlvnﬂ.'fhl_ll lr‘l‘l;lhh"'l and nervous,

etter of Queesn Hortense, written at -
herg, In Switzerland, and dated May 18, Iﬂf‘rl:n;:;-
dressed to the captive Bmperor. She speaks of her
sadness at never hearing from him and hopes he
his  recelved a box  she sent him two vears

.‘r-\'lnlllll' caontaining a portealt of her mother, the
i Impress Josephine, She runs on in s feminine ana
| ehatty manner, hut with a touch of melancholy
| about the current af her own dally Iife. Her great

tark 15 the sducation of her son, Napoleon, who was
| destined to be shot in heading a revolt At Ancong
| mgalnet the Papal authority. She sacrifless ajl she
| cuan sacrifice to Napoleon, who I8 now with his father

(the ex-King of Hollandy at Rome. 1 have,” she
]Julul.-. Wiely ment an arillery oficer, a man of

worth and abillty, to stay there with him and to
serve ax his preceptor, 1 greatly hope that he will
atay with him, for Napoleon e mach imagination
and requires hurd study to correct it It would not
be etidurable for one bearing his pame to turn out
& medlocrity. Madame Marre sands me word thut
Napaleon s enarming amd that he |« being well
looked after. | am grestly consoled by the peflec-
tion, Bire, that ehlldren brought up In misfortune
turn out betier than those nurmr In the lap of
prosperity. At aa; rate Jove for you will be always
the great motive for exertion In my sons, Laouls (s
sweet and affectionate. Ile llves more according to
the heart than to the head and, 1 fear, always will,
This sensibitlity in & cold, hard world in likely to
prova s misfortune, but It renders the Lar 20 lov-

gentil-.

LITERARY NOTES

Of the twa books on which Mr. R. 1. Stevenson I8
|s almost purely o

now engaged, one, St Tves

novel of tneldent anid adventurs, The second, "Weir
of Hermiston; or, The Lord Justice Clerk,” 18 a
story of character anil tragedy, "8t Ives” will be

published soms time next year.
i

ralt of Mr, Stedman, engraved from a re-
s to be the frontisplece of the
Octaber “Century,” A skerch of the poei, written
by Mr, Royal Cartisaos, will accompany the portralt,

The same number of the magazine is 1o contain an
artlele on “The Real FEdwin Booth," writien by the

actor's daughrer.

A port
eent photograph

rather heavy face of George Egerton, here-
with presented, 18 not
speclally attractive, but
will Interest those who
found something to like
In her morbid and some-
what nasty book, “Key-

The

notes’*  ‘This book, she
dec'ares, she wrote for
the love of writing It

merely to strike a few
notes on phases of female
character she knows to
exlat. It 18 wvulgar stuff,
and 1t 18 odd that It
should have passed un-
questioned where a story
llke *'Trilby" should have

tendencles
aroused adverse dlscusslon,

of nohle

Mr. John (‘oAman Ropes hae prepared a work on
tha Clvil War, which 15 to be published by Putnama,
It is to be called “The Story of the Clvil War,” and
wi'l cantaln careful maps and battle plans. The firat
af the three parts will bs brought out next month.

“afiatat fs the suggeative tiiie of a new novel which
& on the prees of Dodd, Mead & Co. It author is
Flatcher Battershall, a writer only twenty yeara o.d,
the son of an Eplseopal elergyman In Albany. His
first hook, “A Daughter of This World,"” showed un-
urgal ability.

An effort is belng made in Engand to buy for
the purpnse of pressrvation Cariyis's house In Chel-
sed, It s becoming sndly dilapidated and the pro-
prietars wish to sell 1t Tt s of brick, and Is 200
years old, though it doren’t look £ old as this.

(Gearge Sainsbury's fortheoming hook, “Carrected
Impressiona’ deals with a number of authors af the
Victorian  period, o W,

“I'nder Flre," Captaln Charles King's new novel,
s nearly ready for publication.

Mr, Kipling's dellghtful “Jungie Book™ 12 In lis
thirteenth thousand In this country.

Pr. . M. Bucke, the ardent worshipper of Walt
Whitman, la still engaged In swinging the censer,
SWalt, he says In his recent Whitman Fellow-
ship paper, “was pretty sure that the man Shax-
per never wrote the ‘Ahakespears’ plays, but he
wonld not and diil nat commit hims=elf to a positive
declaration of opinion on the subject, Hia mude of
dealing with a dublous matter of this kind was
alwars by stle glances and Instances, For this
partienlar case he bad the following 1ttle anec-
dote At a dinper party n guest reclted quite a
lone pnesage; then asked those present to say
from whose works It was taken. Flve or xlx, I
amang them, [‘r-’ln--unr-m‘l pasitively that the lines
were from Bhakespeare. He sall that he himself
telt perfectly certain, and waondered that he could
not place the lines, as he was &t that time very
familine with the plays. Ne one guessed any other
puthor. The passage was from Bacon'" ‘The ab-
surdity of tnls test ia worthy of the position It was
meant 1o uphold,

AMr James Payn tells an amusing story of the
way In which Tennyson's “Timbuctoo™ won |ta
prize at the unlversity., The examiners for the
year, he says, were three—the Viee-Chaneellor,
who had a great ceputation, but a violent temper,
and did not write very well, a classleal professor,
who knew no poetry that
wis not in a dead lan-
gunge, and A mathes
matieal professor. It was
agresd that each should
#ignify by the letters b

and b (for “good" and
“had") what he thought
nf the poems, and the
Viee had the manu-
seripts  first When the
mathematical  professor
wot them he found “Tim- 1
hurtan™ seored all over
with g's, and though he

eould not understand why,
nor indesd the poem itaslf,
A0 not think it worth while, as he afterward
<1l ithough the faet wae he was afrajd), to axl
the Vies his reasons; so he wrote “g° on the
poem alse,  The rclassical professor thought it
pather funny that bath his predecossors shoull
admire so unintelligible a production; but, &% he
« did not care one jofa about the matter,”

sall, **
and so wrota g’ on It also; and as no other poem
had three “g's* the prize was unanlmously

awarded to the author of “Timbuctoo " After all
was over the three examiners happened ta meet
one day, and the Yies, in his absolute faxhion, fell
1o abusing the onther two for admiring the poem,
They replied very naturally, and with some indig-
nation. thai they should never have dreamt of
admiring 1t If he himself had naot seorml It over
with “g'#" “Q's!" he sald; “they were ‘q's for
queries, for 1 could pot understand two conseci-
tive lines of 107

Mr. PPayn, whoss portralt is elven herewith, says
that thers was o quesr resemblancs between him-
solt and another Trinity man. “Not only was I
often addressed by persons who took me for him,
but people used to ask, apropos of nothing,
whether 1 knew So-and-zo. 1 remember making
a consllerable Impression upon A chance pas-
genger in o rallway train on the Cambridge line,
who wam staring at me rather hard, by suddenly
ohserving, 'No, sir, T do not know Mr. Bo-and-so.’
1t had beesn the very question he was =~olng to
but my anticipating it seemed to him so

ask me,
that he got out at the next statfon.’”

uncanny

A book dealing with the Empress Eugénie & an-
notinesd by Diadd, Mead & "o, It 1a the first of a
semi-hlstorical series, entitled “The Becret of an
Fmplre"

The author of that brilllant novel, “Aunt Anne”
han written A new boak which the Appletons are
aboit to puhlish, “A Flash of Bummer” s the story
of an unfortunate marrlage.

p—

Mus-

Mr, Hugh Thomson has made ninety quaint
Aus-

trations for his fortheoming edition af Miss
ten'a “Pride and Prejudice”

A handsome editlon In two volumes of Kingsley's
“fiypatia’ I8 announced by the Harpers. It s to
be ornamented with text and marginal {llustrations
by W. M. Johnson, and will contaln, moreover, a
photogravure portralt of the author.

The lovestoriegof three famous beauties of Colonjal
days are told in a volume which Little, Brown & o,
are bringlngout. These “Three Herolnes of New-Eng-
land Itomance’” are Priseilla, whose lfe Is Ae-
scribed by Harrlet Prescott Apofford; “Agnes Bur-
rlage,”” concerning whom Alice Brown has written
a pleasant essay, and “Martha Hilton,” whose story
s told by loulse Imogen Guiney. The book Is to
be (Hustrated,

Lander was cross when one day A proof-sheet
was hrought to him in which the concluding stanzu
of onn of his poema was grievously transmogrified.

“iyen’ you shall say, when once the dream
(80 hard to break) (s o'er,
My love was very dear to him,
My farm and peace were more'"

wof all the ridiculous blundera ever committed by
a campositor,” wrots the post on the margin,
woapm’ instead of ‘fame’ 18 the most ridienlous,
Pity It was not printed My farm and my peas!

—_———

Judge Gayarré, the Loulslana historian, Is nearly
ntiiety years old and is in good health and good

splrits,

Some personal reminlscences of Thackeray will
be founid In the forthcoming book on the “Charter-
house, Old and New."™

Pwo hundred and sixty of the 1000 numbered sets
of the new edition of Horace Walpole's *'Memolra
of the Relpn of George 11" have been secured for
the Unitad Staten by the Putname. Ten of the por-
tralts in the four volumes have never hbeen pub-
Hashed

Mr, Poultney Bigelow's new book 1s coming from
the Harper press. [t s o collection of “Notes from
both sdes of the Mussian frontler,”” and Is en-

titled *“The Borderland of C'zar and Kalser."”

The late Mrs, Thomas Webster—otherwise Au-
gusta Webster—left hardly a ripple on the sea of
literature, though she published several volumes of
werss, and was considersd AL ona time to be Mrs

was rather plcturesque and dramatlc, her style wag
polished and eareful; but she had not the fire of
genius, Her first book was pubilshed In

last in 1881 - -

A new volume of letters by James Russell Loweg
is coming out In London under the title of “Mp,
Lowel: In England: A Serles of Familiar Letters,
Mr. G. W. Smalley has edited the letters and writ.
ten an Introduction,

“The Iiterary World" of London quotes a cop
respondent az writing thus of two noted men;

1 was once present al A literary raception,
which Mr. Whistler and Mr, Oscar Wilde were
dona for the afternoon. ['nfortunately, the
came too early, when the few previous arrivaly’
wore altogether insignificant to be | L
dueed to them. they had to talk to
otker. It was on a very warm Sunfay aftep.
noon in the season, and Mr. Whistier, by-the-bys
was wearing a white “duck” walstcoat and trogg.
ora, and a fabulously long frock coat, made
think, of hlack alpaca, and carrying a “wass-tipp
stick £hout four feet long In his right hand, and g
wonderful new paintbox, of which he was
unider his left arm, Nelther of the lons tm
notlee of what the other sald. Finally Mr. Wilde,
who had spent the previous summer In Amerieq,
began. “Jimmy, this time last year. when 1 wag)
in New-York, all we men were carrying fans; jp
should he done here.” [Instead of repiyving,
Whiatler observed that he had jJust returne
Parls, and that he aiways came by the
route, beeanse |t gave you so much longer for
Ing sea effects. "hether Oascar thought he wag
ing to have an opportunity of scoring or wmt
was tempted to break through the contempt
which he had treated Mr. Whistlef"s other remarky,
'“‘11' tl;‘aw "i.eﬁy l“!lzh)'%lll palﬂtt In ffm[nhauu, Jime
my?" he asked, w F Mos cent

10 the Irrepraarnlt

tronage. “I'm not sure' sa rrepronsible
immy. quite gravely, “but I think four or
hundrcd.‘? v

The third series of Mr. W. 8 Gilbert's plays, .
cluding eleven of his most popular librettos, will by
published this autumn. The second Series was pube
lighed in 1886,

Mr. Alfred R, Conkling, who hag been & News
york Alderman and 8 member of Assembly, hag
written & book on “City Government in the United|
States.” and the Appletons are about to pubish i,
In the eouras of preparation for this work, the au.:
thor has visited and compared Paris, London, Glag.
gow, Birmingham and Berlin.

Mr. Jullan Ralph, long known as an accomplished
eorrespondent, |8 making some essaye in fiction
under the title of "People We Pass.’" These char.
actar studles are to be published in “Harper's Mag.|
zine,” the first being found in the Oetoher number, |
It s a strong sketch of the tenement-houss and !
saloon Hfe of this city, and more effective thag|
many A sermon on some aspects of misgovernment,

Andrew Lang hax a llking for marginal ecrawly
in books. “('oliectors love a clean hook,” he says,
“hut a hook scrawied on may have other merits
Thackeray's countless caricatures ald a delight w
his old school books; the comments of feott are ak!
wavs to the prrposs; but how faw Books once awned
by preat authors come into the general markel
Where is Dr. Johnson's Library, which must beap
traces of hin buttered toast? Sir Mark Sykes used
15 recard the date and place of purchase, with the
price—an excellent hahit. These things are more
personal than book plates which may be and am
detached by eollectors and pasted into volumes. The
seling value of a book may be lowerad even Y
written owner's name, but many a hank, otherwisy
worthiess, |s redeemed by an interesting note. Even
the uninteresting notes gradually acquire an anne.
quarian value, It contemporary with the author,
They represent the mind of a dead age, and pers
haps the common scribbler is not unaware af thisg
otherwise he Is indeed without excuse For the
great owners of the past, certainly, we regrat that
they were so sparing in marginalia. Put this should
hardly be considersd as an :xcuse for the petty
owners of the present, with ‘their most ohserving '
thumb.' In the case of one well-known man of lete
ters, lately demd, his hooks will ba found rich In
unpibiished odes and sonnets, on the Nvieaves. I
Shakespeare had practised thus, and it any of his
books were discovered, how rich we should be! For
there |8 more rejoicing among the eurious over ong
sonnet undiscoversd than over ninety-nine which
need no discovery.”

A prominent Chicage man has writzen to “The
Congregationalist,” taking it to task for having m=
ferred to the poet Whittier as no longer living.

“Amoag the Tlhﬂan:.;; A new book of travel by

Mrs. Ieabella Bird Bishop, I8 coming from the press. .
of the Revell Company. '

Mr. Walter Crane !s enzaged upon & volume e
be callsd "'The Decorative Hlustration of Books®,

“Travels {n Three Continents” is the titiz of m
vo'ums which the Rev. Lr J. M. Buckier has
prepared during his journeys abroad, and which
will soon be published by Hunt & Eaton,

R. 1.. Btevenson was one day having fun with pes
and ink and a box of water colors, It occurred to him
t2 make & map of an island: so an island he drew,
“It was elaborately and (I thought) beautifully eols
ored; the shape of it took my fancy beyond exprese
alon; it vontained harbors that pleased me ke pone
nets; and with the ynconsclousnesa of the pres
desatined 1 tieketed my  performance ‘Treasure
Island’' " Anid this was the beginning of that fae
mous first book, “the map itself with it¢ infinite
eloquent suggestion” having most to do with the
growth of the story in after life, The original title
was “The 8Sea Cook."” Mr. Stevenson concludes his
reminiscences of this first performance thus: "It W
my contention—-my superstition if you 1'ka—that
who 1s falthful to his map and consults It and
draws from it his inspiratien, daily and hourly,
gains positive support, and not mere negnative ime
munity from accldent. The tale has a root thers
1t grows in that soil; it has & spine of ity own be
hind the words.” A& the writer studies I, "relse
tions will appear that he had not thought upoms;
he will discover obvious, though unsuspected, short
cuts and footprints for his messengers, and eves
when a map is not all the plot, as in ‘Treasure
Island,’ it will be found to be a mine of suggestion.”

AN ODD FRIENDSHIP.

From The London Epectator.

Bir: For \'erf many years successive generations
of a family of robins in our garden have
the habit of coming to the pantry winlow for m
throughout the year. There |s ajways one
perhaps the parent pro tem, which {8 specially tame.
About a fortnight agn a young cuckoo, nearly
grown and previously unseen or unnoticed
against a  window and was pleked up slightly
stunned, but otherwise uninjured. Having appars
ently quite recovered In a day or two, n-nllg
at l%erty, but has since remain~i in and about
g]:rdm. o-day It perched on a rose iroe closs
h & house while the robin to which 1 have refe
ew to and fro, carrying bits of hread with w
It fed the cuckoo In the most amusing way
robin appeared to be enjoying a kame of piaY,
sometimes bringing food but froquently rmnﬂ
to do %o and Aying off as though highly am
and 'd-ughtod at the cuckoo's evident disappolni-
ment,

All the time the cuckoo showed every sign of Io=
terest and excitement, watching the robins maove
ments with Intense eagerness; shonsver the robin
appronched the window where the foid the
cuckon would throw back Its head and npd"g:
pretant beak almost wide enough (o sw he
robin ftself. into which occastonally as af
Iatter would pop a morsel In the neatest and =
tiest way imaginable. The cuckoo is not soand of

the least, and fies off swift'y at sight oF

an Intruder, returning at intervals with of witheut

the robin. ruckoo may possid ndulge

hatched In the robin's neat, but 1 p 1o ! e

in the bellef that it hurt Ite heak or was 10 and

extent Invallded by the accldent r "'“ W
o4 the sympathy and active support

riend, the robin,
e

THE BRITISH MUSEUM CAT

From The London Chronice.
One of the hest Known and most popular ddnﬂt
ts in London Is the British Museum cat L

ust about twelve months ago since the anl

which had apparently strayed from
attached himself to Qghe porter's quarters

Great Russell-st. Befng a huge gray, beaut

marked cat, he was rnmurlfn to remaln, In®

driven off. as assu

of being unceremoniousiy
te had he been
would have been his fate mhud’ i
% e

ro enliate
intelligent little

tteactions. From the
:;:flprhnp: '.'.';.'.‘:'.‘ ruvorilehwllh :?I: ‘“::“.;i;f"
he ge ublic, now he constitute
:ll'u'czt?;tz:lo the great establishment, and 18 n‘enl“'
ly sought for by occasional visitors, both adult

Lat the cat has considerably extended
lpher;“;:f his rambles, He occasionally Invades
reading-room, where he recelves the attention of &
from even the most reserved and At

K
?1‘.'.’3“1.'1& AE‘ "l'm:d rllh'r animal ‘R&:rltdug r:lf':r 'l‘h';
an ancy me 0
Mt f many embalmed ranctl

tgyptian Room, whera so
o acimens of hin tribe are exhibited.

— e e

TREASURE-SKEEKERS IN FL ORIDA,

From The Cinelunati Enquirer, =
“It I8 remarkable how man aple llve
It le ¥ mﬂ%n‘ E;l'l aen

.

Florida for no othor purpese than
treasure,” maid E. M. Martin, ,From th

ust be milllons
dollame In Aoubloons | hidden aong tbe
Florkda (‘oast.

1 st to glve gest Lo the search
"1:?'::?({“ enough to glve
re

told, It would seem that there

dd In su to have planted a few hup-

housand ollars down um?c. and a humber l&f
other pirates nsed Flerida soll as & t ba

There are people who have lived T’“ r twenty

fun in order to find treasure, and have Impover:

shed themselves in their search for this vast

temh‘.m"l‘hm ave ;::um a:a ¥
A pum o;
are’ large suma Nidden wems 0

Universal®




